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hen the Town of Kearny and the New Jersey Meadowlands Commussion looked to redevelop un-

used industnal sites. both entities agreed upon a 25-acre parcel of land that had been a municipal
land(ill in the 19405 and 1950s and then had been subject to years of illegal dumping . Russo Develop-
ment of Hackensack purchased the property i 2003 and remediated the site, which contained PCB- and
VOC -contaminated soil. This process included installing a site-wide geotextile membrane, clean soil
and various impervious surfaces, including pavement and building foundations. From the ashes of this
dumpsite, the Saw Mill Park was bom,

I'he plan then was to develop Class A industriil buildings on the site. When Russo Development pre
sented the idea of attracting the Pepsi Bouling Group, Kearny helped the developer with infrastructure
improvements, such as reconstructing the Belleville Turnpike. The town also vacated a right-ol-way fur
Russo so that the company could connect two parcels of land to sccommodate the needed 11 acres for
the facility. The Meadowlands Commission was instrumental with zoning assistunce and other project
COMPONENts.

Russo began constructing the 135, 39%-squure-{oot facility in January 2007 A ribhon-cutting cer-
emony was held in October for the $20-million site. Pepsi moved into the facility with 150 jobs (125
full-time and 25 part-time). The project is the first step i redeveloping former industrial sites into hubs
of economic activity in Kearny,
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